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Pet Waste 
Management

For the environment. For your health.

Diseases Found in Pet Waste

 " CAMPYLOBACTERIOSIS

A bacterial infection carried by dogs and cats 
that frequently causes diarrhea in humans.

 " SALMONELLOSIS

#e most common bacterial infection 
transmitted to humans by other animals. 

Symptoms include fever, muscle aches, 
headache, vomiting and diarrhea.

 " TOXOPLASMOSIS

A parasite carried by cats that can cause 
birth defects such as mental retardation and 
blindness if a woman becomes infected during 
pregnancy.

Other diseases dogs and cats can 
transmit include e. coli, roundworm, 
giardiasis, tuberculosis, gastroenteritis and 
cryptosporidiosis.

Stormwater Hotline
803/329-5614

Staff Contact

Street/Stormwater Superintendent
Jason Tinkler 

JTinkler@cityofrockhill.com
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Bathing Your Pet

All storm drains lead to local 
creeks or rivers.  When bathing 
your pet outdoors, pour the dirty 
water down an indoor drain. If 
this isn't possible, pour it onto a 
grassy area where soapy water can 
$lter through vegetation and soil. 
Don't pour waste water in the 
street where it can enter a storm drain. 

You can also wash your pet indoors in a bath tub 
or sink, or consider having your pet professionally 
groomed.

Proper Disposal of Pet Waste

Leaving pet waste on the ground causes harmful 
bacteria to wash into the storm drain and eventu-
ally into local bodies of water, depositing elevated 
levels of dangerous bacteria into our lakes and riv-
ers. Melting snow and ice can make this situation 
worse.  Our storm drains are not connected to the 
City's water treatment plant. #ey feed directly 
into our rivers and creeks, so  PLEASE pick up 
pet waste and dispose of it properly.

 " If your house is on the public sewer 
system, just  %ush dog waste down the 
toilet.

 " If your house is on a septic system, 
NEVER %ush pet waste. Instead, double 
bag dog waste and place into the garbage 
can. 

 " You can also bury dog waste in the yard by 
digging a hole at least one foot deep.

When Walking Your Pet

 " Always carry a plastic bag and pooper-scooper 
to pick up the waste.

 " Keep your dog on a leash when walking along 
bodies of water.

Are you polluting our lakes and 
streams?

Pollutants from improperly disposed pet waste 
may be washed into storm sewers by rain or 
melting snow. Storm sewers usually drain directly 
into our lakes and streams, carrying many 
pollutants along with the water.

Pollutants commonly found in urban lakes, 
streams and ponds include:

 " Pet Waste

 " Oil and antifreeze

 " Sediment

 " Toxic chemicals

 " Pesticides and fertilizers


