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Stormwater 
Pollution

Education & Prevention

Lawn Care

 " Excess fertilizers 
and pesticides 
applied to lawns 
and gardens 
wash o# and 
pollute streams. 
In addition, 
yard clippings 
and leaves can 
wash into storm 
drains and contribute nutrients and 
organic matter to streams. 

 " Don't overwater your lawn. Use soaker 
hoses instead of sprinklers.

 " Use chemicals sparingly on your 
lawn.  Use alternate products and best 
management practices, such as organic 
fertilizers or natural   herbicides. 

 " Compost or mulch yard waste. Don't 
leave it in the street or sweep it into 
storm drains or streams.

 " Cover piles of dirt or mulch being 
used in landscaping projects.

Stormwater Hotline
803/329-5614

Staff Contact

Street/Stormwater Superintendent
Jason Tinkler 

JTinkler@cityofrockhill.com
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Education & Prevention



Other Solutions to Consider 

 " Install permeable pavement that 
allows rain to soak through, decreasing 
stormwater runo#.

 " Collect rainwater from rooftops in rain 
barrels. 

 " Plant rain gardens in areas where 
stormwater tends to collect.  Rain from 
rooftop and paved areas can be diverted 
into these areas rather than into storm 
drains.

 " Compost or mulch your yard waste. Never 
leave it in the street or sweep it down the 
storm drain.

 " All commercial pesticide applications to, 
over and around waterways requires a 
National Discharge Elimination System 
Permit (NPDES).  For more information, 
please visit http://www.scdhec.net/
environment/water/npdespage.htm

Helpful Websites 

 " www.cityofrockhill.com

 " www.scdhec.net

 " www.epa.gov

What is stormwater runoff? 
how do we impact it?

 " Stormwater runo# occurs when rain $ows 
over the ground.  Surfaces like driveways, 
buildings, sidewalks and streets prevent 
stormwater runo# from naturally soaking 
into the ground. 

 " Stormwater can pick up trash, chemicals, 
dirt and other pollutants and $ow into a 
storm sewer system or directly to a lake, 
river or wetland.  Anything that enters a 
storm sewer system is sent directly to the 
water we use for swimming, %shing and 
drinking.

 " Polluted stormwater runo# can have many 
adverse e#ects on plants, %sh, animals and 
people.  

 " Sediment clouds the water and makes it 
di&cult for aquatic plants to grow.

 " Excess nutrients (fertilizers, lawn 
chemicals, etc.) can cause algae blooms, 
removing oxygen needed for %sh.

 " Litter can choke, su#ocate or disable 
aquatic life. 

Stormwater Pollution Solutions 

 " Recycle or properly dispose of household 
products that contain chemicals, such as 
insecticides, pesticides, paint, solvents or used 
motor oil.  Never pour them on the ground or 
into the storm drain. 

 " Inspect your septic system every three years, 
and pump it out every three to %ve years.

 " Don't dispose of household hazardous waste in 
sinks or toilets.

 " Use commercial car washes that treat or 
recycle wastewater.

 " Repair car leaks. 

 " Dispose of used motor oil at the City 
Operations Center, 349 Columbia Ave.

 " Dispose of batteries and other $uids at 
the York County Drop O# and Recycling 
Centers.

 " Always pick up pet waste and dispose of it 
properly.

 " Avoid using synthetic herbicides (glyphosate-
based) linked to health complications in 
people and toxic to %sh. 

 " Eroded sediment can block sunlight and kill 
aquatic plants; disrupt or destroy the aquatic 
food chain, reduce the capacity of streams and 
exacerbate $ooding.  
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